general attention to the subject of medical reform ; and from that period to the present it has been the theme of discussion. This must suffice to show that the propositions for reform made at the present day cannot justly be regarded by any as taking the profession by surprise. If there be any who can now feel surprise at this subject being agitated, the regard of such persons for the general welfare of the profession must be slight, else they could not be ignorant, either of the manifold evils which beset it, or of the reiterated endeavours made to unite its members in an appeal to the legislature for the reforms needed. For the diversity of opinion which prevails on the necessity that exists for any reform, a brief explanation may suffice. They who thirty years ago advocated reform are either dead or superannuated, or, through long despondency of success, are become indifferent to what ceases to be to them a subject of any personal interest. A new generation has sprung up to whom the subject is less familiar, and many of whom have acquired predilections and preferences for certain corporate institutions by which their judgments are biased, and which disincline them to any change by which their favourite colleges would be lowered in -estimation or influence, or their own private interests affected. Many of the latter, it is to be feared, will, on the present occasion, coalesce with the anti-reformists, or so coldly espouse their own cause as rather to clog the wheels of reform than to expedite their movements. In order that all may have the opportunity of viewing the subject in its several bearings, we purpose presenting to our readers a succinct but, we trust, accurate sketch of what requires to be known in order to form any rational judgment on the subject of medical reform, namely, the nature and extent of the evils which exist; the endeavours hitherto made to correct those evils; and the proposed measures by which it is contemplated to effect their extinction. With this summary, which, we trust, will put all concerned in possession of, at least, the elements of this question, we purpose dismissing it, for a time, from our pages;?leaving the regeneration of the profession to that body whom it most concerns, and who, if inclined to support their own interests, must be fully competent so to do? namely, the collective profession.
In order to have a clear conception of the present condition of the profession, it is necessary to look back for some centuries to the time when anything like a legalized medical profession was first constituted in these kingdoms. And By no means can this progress of evil be arrested, save by establishing a minimum of qualification, without which no member can be suffered to undertake the responsibilities of medical practice; and, in order to ensure this minimum being acquired, by ordaining that qualification for practice shall be conferred by one examining and licensing body only, in each division of the kingdom, uniformity of qualification and equality of rights and privileges being established throughout the whole. All entering the profession through the same course of instruction and examination, all would, of course, have their general competency adequately proved. In order to afford due encouragement for still higher cultivation, and for the exercise of superior talents, there should be a higher grade, to which those ambitious of it might ascend. Such an arrangement would fulfil all that has ever been accomplished by the old system, while the higher class, generated by the proposed plan, would have the signal excellence not only of high literary and scientific attainments, but the still more valuable requisite of maturity of practical knowledge.
These were the considerations which led the committee of the Provincial Medical and Surgical Association to recommend, and the Association itself to adopt, the late petition presented on their behalf to both Houses of Parliament, in which they pray for the establishment of one examining and licensing body for each division of the kingdom. Without such consolidation, it was the clear conviction of the framers of this petition, that no reform of the profession through mere modification of the existing institutions could be of the slightest avail; and believing this to be the grand requisite which could furnish the only sure foundation of any system of effective reform, they limited, and wisely as we conceive, the prayer of their petition to this one point.
Such a measure would not alone supply every want of the profession, but it is essential as a groundwork for every other amendment, and, with it gained, the profession could afterwards, and, with little aid from Parliament, would be equal to work out its own regeneration. The We have thus presented to our readers briefly, and, so far as our own knowledge extends, faithfully, the elements of a question which, regarded in its bearings on the well-being of the community, is second in importance to none. Earnestly do we recommend to all classes of the profession to give to it that dispassionate and mature consideration which the magnitude of the interests involved demands-
